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M. Malvy, M. Pie*tri and M. Bonnet, who made themselves
out to be well informed, went to the length of asserting
that M. Reynaud was ignorant of the presence of the
Spanish Ambassador in Paris, despite the fact that this
Ambassador (Senor Lequeriqua), who had immediately
won himself a prominent place in the Diplomatic Corps,
appeared to be animated by the friendliest desire to settle
the difficulties still outstanding between Paris and Madrid.
As regards Belgium, the Allies were not in a very happy
position. Repeatedly since the beginning of the war they
had sounded the Chancellery of Brussels with the object
of inducing the Belgian Government to appeal for Franco-
British intervention before the German invasion became
an accomplished fact. Each time the request was refused
on the ground that the slightest gesture might furnish a
pretext for violation by Germany of Belgian neutrality,
and that as long as this neutrality was not violated, it
had the advantage for France of preventing the Maginot
Line from being turned. The argument was contested,
but, whether it was disputable or not, was there not a
risk in making another diplomatic advance, doomed to
failure like the previous ones, of producing an unfortunate
impression in Brussels, particularly at the Court, where,
since the death of King Albert, and especially since
March yth, 1936, memories of the war of 1914-18 had
grown gradually blurred ?
And was there not the danger of swelling the current
favourable to invasion in Berlin if this diplomatic offer
should be known there ?
M. Paul Reynaud did not think so > against the formal
advice of his diplomatic counsellors he raised the matter
with the Supreme War Council and got the better of
British hesitation. Barely had the request been made
during one night when the negative response was returned
immediate and categorical. On the fundamental question
experts may differ in their opinion, but this lack of care
over the form of the action and the choice of the moment